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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Sir: 

Applicants request that the information listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 be 
considered by the Office during the pendency of the above entitled application, pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. 1.97. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) before the 
mailing date of a first office action on the merits. No fee or certification is required. Additionally, 
each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than two months prior to the filing of this IDS. 
A copy of the related International Search Report is included herewith. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not constitute an admission that any information cited therein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(b). 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a) exists. 
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station if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



MAR 1 7 WW 
Technology Center 2100 



